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What was the relationship between English 

and Norman French following the Norman 

Conquest? 
• Why was the Norman Conquest important? 

• Who was William the Conqueror? 

• What was the Battle of Hastings? 

• What happened to English after 1066? 

• What happened to French after 1066? 

 



Period of time that had an important effect 

on the English Language 

English would have held onto it‟s 

predominantly Germanic vocabulary 

 Invasion of the Normans allowed a large 

number of French words in the language 

Language became as much of a Romance 

language as a Germanic language with 

over 50% of words from French and Latin 



“The Norman Conquest changed the whole 

course of the English Language” (Baugh and 

Cable 2006: p108) 



King of England was Edward the 

Confessor 

Died childless 

His replacement was Harold, the son of 

Edwards most influential Noble and 

principle advisor, Godwin. 

Harold succeeded his father and became 

influential during Edwards last twelve 

years 



William, duke of Normandy second cousin 

to the late King Edward 

Previous visit to Edward, had promised 

William the throne 

Only by force could William hope to take 

over the throne 

So who is William? 



William the Bastard to his contemporaries 
His mother and father never married 
His father was Robert, Duke of Normandy 
William became Duke of Normandy at the 

age of 8 
Born out of wedlock so Lords of Normandy 

did not approve 
Several attempts on his life taught him to 

show no mercy and to be strong 
 
 



William arrived in England on 28 
September 1066 

Set up camp near Hastings 
King Harold was up North fighting off an 

invasion from Norway 
Promptly made his way back down south 
On 14 October the two army‟s met 

    LET BATTLE COMMENCE 





 First Norman King of 

England 

Crowned King on 

Christmas day 

Williams coronation 

did not win immediate 

recognition 

Only acknowledged in 

the Southwest 



William had to keep asserting his authority, 

often with ruthless severity  

As a result the Old English Nobility was 

wiped out 

For several generations all important 

positions were held by Normans 

William was careful to preserve the 

powerful administrative system of England 

 



Before the Normans England had one of 
the most sophisticated governmental 
systems 

England divided into Shires (administrative 
units) 

Run by officials known as „shire reeve‟ or 
„sheriff‟ 

Permanent location in Winchester 
Rest of Europe had to pack up on horse 

and cart what they could 



The Normans expanded into Scotland at 

the request of the Scottish 

The Scottish Kings looked to introduce 

Norman Personnel and practices 

 In Wales, an aggressive Norman 

expansion took place 

Led largely by the aristocracy 

 



William intended to make his ruling easy 

He wanted to do this by having the 

cooperation of the English 

He kidnapped three English Earls, to 

Normandy 

Left his two half brothers in charge of 

England 



Architectural 

influence in 

England 

Norman imports 

Castles 

Churches (usually 

Romanesque 

style) 

Parish Churches 
 



Vast population still spoke Old English 

Bilingual England 
• Aristocracy 

• Senior clergy  

• Merchants and traders 

 Intermarriage between the Norman French 

and English  

The language of the poor and lower 

classes; informal use 



Spoken French restricted to 
• Aristocracy 

• The well educated 

• The courts 

• The clergy 

Elite language of Government 
Latin was still widely used 
French mostly used in formal domains 
French never became the sole medium of 

officialdom 



What was The Domesday Book? 

• Wide ranging land survey 
 

What was the original name of The 
Domesday Book? 

• The Book of Winchester 
 

What language was it written in? 

• Latin 



The Normans held the high positions in 

society 

Although William was not easily accepted 

he won his way to glory and prevailed 

The Old English language did not die out 

despite the Normans not adopting it 

Probably strained to say the least 

 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQ8A5g

Re_Dw 

 

Any Questions? 

 

Thanks for listening. 
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